
Keep all combustible materials such as file cabinets, desks, trash cans, paper 

boxes, etc. at least three feet (36 inches) from all furnaces, woodstoves and 

heater.  Turn portable heaters off before you leave the house or before you go 

to bed. 
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FNESS Quarterly Responder  

 

Gitxaala (Kitkatla) (Fire Depart-
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An interview with Warren Nelson, Fire-
fighter on February 6, 2017 
 
Written by Liz Wilson 
 
In the past year and half, the Gitxaala 
(Kitkatla) Fire Department has made great 
strides. Under the leadership of Fire Chief 
Ray Nelson Jr., the department now has 
31 members and is a positive force in the 
community. 
The department trains every Sunday, often 
out in the community so that residents can 
learn about the training, skills and equip-
ment requires to operate an effective fire 
department.  Last June, three women and 
five men from the department travelled to 
Richmond to participate in the FNESS 
Firefighter Competition and JIBC training.  
Their enthusiasm was an encouragement 
to everyone!  The team earned the compe-
titionôs Most Sportsman-Like Award, last 
won by the Gitxaala (Kitkatla) Fire Depart-
ment in 1997.  Fundraising will start soon 
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to send the departmentôs firefighters to 
this yearôs FNESS Expo in Vernon. 
The fire department is involved in many 
positive fire safety projects.  The Fire 
Chief visits the school and community 
centre regularly to conduct fire drills and 
to talk about safety with students, Elders 
and families.  Twelve youth between the 
ages of 16 and 18 are part of their suc-
cessful Junior Firefighter program.  The 
young people attend Sunday fire practice 
and are learning about fire prevention 
and firefighter skills.   
Teams of three firefighters are visiting 
every home in Gitxaala (Kitkatla) to finish 
installing smoke/carbon monoxide alarms 
and fire extinguishers, conducting home 
inspections and educating residents 
about practical home fire safety. 



Photo: Gitxaala (Kitkatla) Fire Department  

Last year, Gitsakula Fire Department was invited to Gitxaala (Kitkatla) for a long weekend of firefighter training, 
friendly competition and fishing.  This joint training was such a success that everyone is planning on doing it 
again this spring.    
Gitxaala (Kitkatla) is demonstrating that a strong fire department requires leadership, teamwork, training and 
community support.  The department has twice won the Most Sportsman-like Award at the FNESS firefighter 
competition. FNESS looks forward to sharing stories about other communities and encourages firefighters to par-
ticipate in the FNESS Expo in June. 

Photo: Kitkatla Fire Department 
after winning the Most Sports-
man-like Award at the FNESS 
Firefighter competitions in 1992.  



 

 

FNESS Staff Profile:  Liz Wilson 

Liz started her career fifteen years ago in fire prevention 
at the Penticton Fire Department. From the first hour on 
the job, she knew she was in the perfect job for her. She 
enjoys helping children, teens and adults learn more 
about fire safety and what they can do to promote safety 
in their communities.  In the fall of 2012, encouraged by 
Sheldon Guertin (President of the Fire Prevention Offic-
ers Association), Liz joined FNESS as a casual Fire Ser-
vices Officer. Liz enjoys working with an incredibly good-
hearted team and hearing stories FNESS is helping 
communities improve their fire safety practices.  One of 
the moments she enjoys the most is boating to west 

coast communities such as Ahousaht.  In addition 
to her career in fire prevention, Liz has experi-
ence and education in Community Recreation nd 
Education, She has worked as a Community Cen-
tre Manager, developed and managed career and 
work experience programs for teens and adults 
and coordinated of the Meadowlark Festival in 
Penticton which educates participants about the 
Okanagan eco system. 

What did you want to be when you were a kid?  
I love felt pens. I wanted my very own stationery store, but I also wanted my own lamb. 
 
What would you do if you won the lottery? 
Take all my family and friends (plus FNESS co-workers) to a beautiful villa with an outdoor swimming pool, sur-
rounded by quiet roads for biking and with delicious meals served on the terrace, plus a playground for my grand-
children! Then I would take time to figure out what impact my new found wealth could make in this world. 
 
Tell us something most people wouldnôt know about you. 
I want to swim across Okanagan Lake from Summerland to Naramata one of these day. 
 
What are your hobbies? 
In the winter: knitting, cross-country skiing, going to the gym and reading. In the warmer months: riding my bike 
and playing tennis. 
Liz has been married to her husband James for 36 years. She has three sons and four grandchildren. She also 
enjoys spending time with her 90 year old mother and listening to all the amazing stories she never heard before 
about her life.  
At FNESS we consider it an honour to have such an accomplished wonderful woman as part of our team.  

Photo: Fire Services Officer Liz Wilson teaching children about kitchen fires at a School Fire Educa-
tion and  Development of School Fire Education Champions workshop  



Fire Services 

Photo: Officer Liz and her husband (James) preparing to go biking in Gadansk Poland 

FNESS is delighted to announce the official partner-
ship with the Fire Prevention Officers Association of 
BC (FPOA). This partnership will help both organiza-
tions develop strategies to prevent fires across the 
province and implement new and exciting ways to 
enhance fire incident reporting. We welcome the 
FPOA to our network of partners! 
Speaking of the FPOA, FNESS visited Shihiya Ele-
mentary School in Splatsôin (Enderby). The winner of 
the Fire Prevention Week iPad contest is a student 
from this school. The three winners of the Category 1 
FNESS Poster Contest go to the same school.   For 
the FNESS poster contest, students created a poster 
to depict the Fire Prevention Week Theme of the 
Year.  In 2016 the theme was ñDonôt wait, check the 
date: Replace Smoke Alarms every 10 yearsò.  The 
winners were chosen by six judges (FNESS staff). 
The judges chose the posters which showed creativity 
and innovation in the depiction of the Fire Prevention 

Week theme.  The three winners received a pre-
paid Visa:.first place for $100, second place for 
$50 and third place $25. Officers Liz Wilson and 
Kynan OôRourke presented the awards to the 
talented winners. Officer Kynan shared his gear 
with the students and let them tried it on.  We 
want to thank Shihiya Elementary School for 
such an outstanding participation in the 2016 Fire 
Prevention Week. Finally, we want to congratu-
late our winners of the 2016 iPad Contest and the 
Category 1 FNESS 2016 Poster Contest. 



Photo:  Officer Kynan sharing his gear 
with the children at Shihiya Elementary 
School. Left to right: Sydney Lee (First 
Place), Shawna Schreiner (iPad winner), 
Riley Lalich (Second Place) and Mark 
Crane (Third Place) 

This month, Fire Services pre-
sented the Home Fire Safety 
Inspection Education to 
Kitsumkalum and the Home Fire 
Life Safety to Kitsumkalum and 
Hagwilget First Nations. Also, 
our Fire Services Officer Curtis 
Dick returned to Gitwinksilhlkw 
to deliver the Fire Protection 
Leadership and Governance 
presentation to the chief and 
council. At FNESS, we are al-
ways grateful for the amazing 
participation of our First Nations 
have in these workshops. Also, 
FNESS Fire Services Officers 
have been contacting communi-
ties which applied for FSA fol-
low-up program to ensure they 
are doing well with their activi-
ties. Forty-eight communities 
were approved last October to 
work on three identified activi-
ties.  

More good news for January 6:  
communities that received 
Smoke Alarms since April 2016 
have confirmed the complete 
installation and distribution of 
Kitchen Fire Extinguishers. We 
encourage all communities that 
have received smoke/CO 
alarms and fire extinguishers 
from our campaign over the past 
three years to pursue the com-
pletion and make sure all homes 
are equipped with a working 
smoke alarms. One of the top 
causes of death by fire is related 

to cooking fires: people some-
times fall asleep and donôt realize 
that something is burning. Work-
ing smoke alarms provide an ear-
ly mean of detection, thereby in-
creasing chance of surviving a 
house fire. 

FNESS has identified three com-
munities to receive firefighter 
training: Saikôuz, Tlôaztôen and 
Skidigate. The next two 
months, starting in Febru-
ary 2017, will be full of ex-
citing training and activi-
ties.  FNESS has also 
been invited to partner with 
the Justice Institute of BC 
(JIBC) to deliver Training 
Officer Orientation and 
Evaluator Workshops on 
weekends in February and 
March. We are pleased to 
work with the JIBC to help 
bring fire safety awareness 
in the new standard set out 
by the Playbook to all com-
munities across BC.  

For more information about 
our programs and the new 
initiative with the Justice 
Institute of BC, please visit 
our website. 

Photo: Gitwinksilhkw Fire Depart-
ment up on the roof doing chimney 
cleaning. Another success story 
about working on completing the 
FSA follow up activities. Great job!  


