
Kitchen fires are one of the leading causes of residential house fires. Be prepared 
with a properly mounted fire extinguisher in a visible location is ideally near an exit. 
Proper training is recommended before using a fire extinguisher.  Remember: 
P.A.S.S.  
 
 
Pull the Pin 
 
Aim nozzle at base of fire 
 
Squeeze the trigger  
 
Sweep the nozzle from side to side of fire 
 
 

FNESS Safety Message:   

FNESS Quarterly Responder  

 

FIRST NATIONS' 

EMERGENCY SERVICES 

SOCIETY OF BC 

Newsletter Date 
April 2017 

 Issue: 27 

Special points of 

interest: 

¶ FortisBC Partnership 

with FNESS 

¶ 2017 SWPI FiresSmart 

Planning Grant Pro-

gram 

 

 

FNESS  Safety Message 1 

Community Profile 2 

Fire Services 4 

Forest Fuel Management 5 

    

    

    

Inside this issue: 



Community Profile: 

Simpcw First Nation: 

 

Simpcw is working hard for their community members.  
The Fire Department and First Responders teamed up 
to conduct home safety inspections.  Combination 
smoke/carbon monoxide alarms and kitchen fire extin-
guishers were received through the FNESS program.  
This important safety equipment has now been installed 
in community homes. Wood burning furnaces and chim-
neys were inspected and cleaned.  The necessary re-
pairs on home heating equipment are now underway.  
 
Simpcw is busy with FireSmart and fuel reduction pro-
jects.  Brush clearing, limbing of trees and hauling off of 
debris was done along Dunn Lake and Kenkeknem 
Roads.   
 

On April 4th, a Community Fire Safety Dinner was 
held.  Fifty-five people enjoyed Indian Tacos with all 
the fixings and received an emergency safety kit to 
take home.  People learned about the on-going fire 
safety projects for their homes, community buildings 
and forested areas. At the dinner, everyone was 
asked how they can get involved in community safety.  
 
The Chu Chua Volunteer Fire Department will be reg-
istering for the FNESS Safety Expoôs Fire Fighter 
Competition and training being held in Vernon this 
June. 
 
Way to go Simpcw! 

Photo: Simpcw Fire Department 



Community Profile: 

The Penticton Indian Band (Snôpinkôtn) is located next to 
the town of Penticton in the Southern interior of British 
Columbia. The reserve lands stretch from Okanagan 
Lake in the North to Skaha Lake in the South and occu-
pies the bench lands to the west of the city of Penticton 
with 3 reserves totaling 19,436.6 hectares. The current 
population is approximately 922 with over 500 living on 
reserve. 
 
Approximately half of the 46,000 acres owned by 
Penticton Indian band is covered by forest. In July 2009 
the Penticton Indian Band Forestry Department created 
Snôpinkôtn Forestry LP to manage these forests.  
Snôpinkôtn Forestry LP, under the direction of Warren 
Houde TFT, General Manager manages reserve lands 
and forest licenses, and also looks after wildfire mitiga-
tion strategies.  
 

The Penticton Indian Band Snôpinkôtn Forestry LP has 
obtained funding from the Strategic Wildfire Prevention 
Initiative (SWPI) by working with First Nations Emer-
gency Services Society (FNESS) to develop a Commu-
nity Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP). This plan covers 
wildfire mitigation strategies both on and off reserve 
land. Snôpinkôtn has followed through with these plan-
ning efforts by obtaining further funding from the SWPI 
program to develop prescriptions and carry out opera-
tional fuel management treatments. 
 
The Penticton Indian Band has also been involved with 
the Fire Smart Canada (www.firesmartcanada.ca) pro-
gram. This program is directed at the individual home 
owner to help reduce the risk of a home ignition in the 
event of a wildfire. Penticton Indian Band has recently 
been recognized by Fire Smart Canada as a Fire 
Smart Community  

Photo:  The Penticton Indian Band Snpinktn Forestry LP is active in the Fuel Management of 
their traditional territory; currently they have an application for a CWPP Update and are complet-
ing fuel Management Prescriptions. From Left to Right: Kyle Broome RPF Cabin Forestry; Shane 
Wardrobe, FNESS; and from Snpinktn Forestry, Warren Houde, TFT General Manager and Jen-
ny Lee Allen, Silviculture & Safety Programs  

Penticton Indian Band Forest Fuel Management Profile by Shane Wardrobe, Forest 

Fuel Management liaison: 

http://www.firesmartcanada.ca

